
From the Rav 
 
In this edi*on… 
• Passover fun facts & teasers about Purim-Passover connec3on 
• Introduc3on of Office Hours 
• Torah Study this week!  A special blessing… 
• New: Songs from Israel 
• Gentle Reminder: Secure your Passover Seder spot today 
 
 
Passover Fun Facts 
Where is Moses in the Passover story?  Considered the greatest of 
Prophets and a biblical figure who is men3oned in every Torah 
parashah (except for 1) in Exodus, Levi3cus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy.  Why then would Moses be largely absent from our commandment to retell the 
biblical story each year?  Might there be a connec3on between Moses’ missing in the Passover 
Haggadah and to G-d being largely absent from the Purim story?  Did you know that 
archeological records for how to celebrate Passover are some of the oldest in Jewish history – 
going as far back as the 5th century BCE?  Come to our Next Torah Study and to the Passover 
Seder on Thursday, April 2, to learn more.   
 
Introduc2on of Rabbi Office Hours 
We all have a story to tell, and I am interested in learning yours.  How did you spend your 
summers growing up?  Did you have (or s3ll have) a favorite person in your life?  Each of us has 
a different life-path that is sacred and special in G-d’s eyes.  Let’s find a 3me to get together.  We 
can meet in-person, via Zoom, or via phone.  You can use this calendar to set up a 3me for our 
first 1-on-1 visit.  If you don’t find a 3me that is good for you, please contact me to let me know.  
 
Torah Study This Week! 
In this week’s Torah por3on, there is a line that seems to be missing!  In Exodus 39:43, it says, 
“And when Moses saw that they had performed all the tasks—as G-d had commanded, so they 
had done—Moses blessed them.”  But what were the words that Moses used to bless the 
Israelites?  Previous blessings that Moses and other biblical figures used appear throughout the 
Torah and greater Tanakh.  Was this blessing just not as 
important?  The answer is actually found in some obscure, 
ancient rabbinic texts.  Come find out which words Moses used 
to bless the Israelites and receive this special blessing yourself! 
 
New: Songs from Israel 
There is something special about Israel, especially when its 
Children and the Land become interconnected.  When done 
correctly, praying and singing to G-d, especially in Israel, 
can be a very transforma3ve experience.  In Israel, in 

Praying at the Cave of Patriarchs and Matriarchs, students & 
teachers, men and women, represen:ng a dozen different 

countries & 7 progressive rabbinical schools. Feb. 2020 

https://calendly.com/ravguyster/45min


more recent 3mes, some of the songs that are used in prayer 
have started to blend and borrow from each tradi3on that makes 
up the people living in the Land of Israel: Sephardi with 
Ashkenazi, Israeli and American, Reform and Orthodox.  (Imagine 
entering an Orthodox synagogue in Israel and hearing a familiar 
Debbie Friedman tune used in their prayer service! – It has been 
happening.)   
 
It is my inten3on, star3ng this month in March, to introduce into 
each service 1 song that has been inspiring contemporary 
synagogue aiendees and rabbinical students in Israel.  Some of the songs you may have heard 
before and some may be new takes on older songs you know. 
 
First 2 songs in the line-up 

 
1. Halleluyah (ß link) Leonard Cohen’s tune used for Psalm 150.  Recorded at the Western 

Wall before US and interfaith leaders in 2025.  
 

2. Oseh Shalom (ß link) Sephardi and Ashkenazi blend.  Prayer asks G-d to bring Peace to 
both Israel and the En3re World. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMMwEhLPIiE&list=RDrMMwEhLPIiE&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM5Nm1TUVG0&list=PLfJxIhfc2fvtodD8bN9an9xeJFNri2-CI&index=18

